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By-line
This document is to assist users with questions about Windows 95 & NT. Your comments and suggestions are welcome.

Forgot Your Screensaver Password? (95w0101) 

This tricks works on many screensavers, especially those with a .SCR extension. 

Forgot your screensaver password so you are not able to change it to something else? There may be a fix. Look in your Windows directory, and backup the file CONTROL.INI. Now, edit the file (Notepad will do), and find the name of your screensaver in brackets (i.e. [screensaver[). Underneath, look for the line "password=" and a bunch of garbled text after the line. Delete the text after "password=" and save the file. This may eliminate the old password and let you key in a new one.

 
Tips on Selecting Files (95w0149) 

In the Explorer, you can hold down the CONTROL key while clicking on files to select more than one file. Want to select a whole list of files at once? Click on the first item you want to select, then press the SHIFT key while clicking on the last item you want to select. 

Bring Long Filenames to DOS (95w0145) 

If you need to bring the name of a file with a long path to the DOS prompt, just find the file through Explorer and drag & drop the file's icon to the DOS prompt. The filename will then appear in the DOS window. 

Problems with Installing Network Drivers (95w0143) 

Are you having problems getting your network to work after installing the drivers, even if you know all of the settings were entered in correctly? If so, and when you rebooted Win95 after installing the drivers, did the computer fully shut down or did it stop at the "waiting" screen? 

If so, do not restart Win95 when Windows prompts you to do so after installing network drivers. Instead, tell Win95 not to restart or that you will restart later when prompted. Then, click on the "Start" button, hold down the SHIFT key, select "Shut Down," then select "Restart the Computer" on the dialog box which appears and click OK. Make sure the SHIFT key is still held down. Win95 will restart itself without restarting the computer. You can now restart the computer normally, and the network drivers should work.

Use Winpopup Instead of Sticky Notes (95w0134) 

Are you using a computer network and need to communicate with other busy people? Save your sticky notes. Don't keep getting up and stopping your work. Put winpopup in your Startup group and train all of your employees or coworkers to use it to send brief 

Forcing Win95 to Use the Hard Drive Less (95w0131) 

Is Win95 constantly thrashing the hard drive? 

If so, there's one easy solution - easy, if you have money, that is. Upgrade your ram. If you are running 16 megs instead of 8, the hard drive will be used less. 32 megs, and your hard drive use shrinks considerably. 64 megs and it may not have to be used that much except for opening/saving programs/files. 

Why is this so? When Win95 runs out of memory, it uses your hard drive for memory. That slows the computer down somewhat. Upgrade the physical memory (RAM), and Win95 uses your hard drive a lot less. If you want to see *how* Win95 is using your physical memory and your hard drive as a cheap memory substitute, view the Resource Monitor under your "Accessories" group. 

Now, for the economical 'solutions.' First, check your virus scanner settings. If it is running all of the time, and you feel REALLY safe, you may want to disable some of the settings. 

Microsoft Office includes a "Fast Find" option which automatically indexes Office Documents in selected directories. Though this may save time when trying to find documents, it can thrash the hard drive. You may want to go to the "Fast Find" Control Panel icon and delete some or all of the indexes.

Many Ways to Rename Icons (95w0125) 

There are several ways to rename files in icon view. 

You can click on the icon, wait a second or two, and then click it again. Now you can type in the new name. 

You can click once on an icon and press F2, then start typing in the new icon name. 

In Explorer, you can right-click an icon, choosing "rename." 

In Explorer, you can click an icon to select it, then choose "File" and then "Rename" from the menu.

Quicker Recovery From the Dreaded 'Oops' Delete (95w0103) 

Do you commonly accidentally delete files and have to recover them from the Recycle Bin? If so, you've probably gone back to the bin, looked for the files, selected them, recovered them, etc. There's an easier way. Just select "Edit" then "Undo" to remove the recently deleted files. Or, if applicable, right-click on an empty area of the window and choose "Undo Delete." 

TELNET a Specific System. (95w0092) 

If you often use the TELNET command that comes with Win95, you probably have already made a shortcut to TELNET.EXE. You, however, can force the shortcut to connect to a specific system by adding the system's address at the end of the "Target" line in the Shortcut Properties window. 

IP Information (95w0088) 

Need to find out some IP information, DHCP server information, WINS server information, etc.? Just click on "Start," choose "Run," and execute "winipcfg". For all the information, click the "More Info >>" button. 

Double-Click Window Closing (95w0083) 

Although this trick is not junk in any sense, it is one that I have known personally for a long time. However, it has seemed to go unnoticed by many people (just about every week I am telling this to someone else!) To close a window, you can either click on the icon on the left-side of the menu bar and click on close, or... just double-click the small icon. That's it; the window is closed. Simple, eh? 

Edit Your System Files Quickly (95w0030) 

Do you need to edit any of these following files at once: 'schdplus.ini', 'msmail.ini', 'protocol.ini', 'system.ini', 'win.ini', '\config.sys', and '\autoexec.bat'? If so, click on the "Start" button, choose "Run," enter in "Sysedit" and press OK. 

Batch FTP (95w0029) 

We use this trick to handle the MalekTips webpage - it is very useful! 

Do you FTP a lot of files, or do you FTP the same files regularly, like a webpage? If so, and you use DOS's FTP command, then create a text file containing a list of your FTP commands. The first line must be your username, the second your password, and (optionally) the last line should be "quit." Now, when you invoke FTP from a DOS session, add " -s:batchfilename", substituting batchfilename with the name of the text file you created. Voila! Instant batch FTP session. 

Here's a batch FTP session to the supposed domain idontknowwhere.com that gets three files and quits. The name of the text file in this example is 'batchgrab.' The command line for this example would be: 

ftp -s:batchgrab idontknowwhere.com 

The contents of 'batchgrab' could be as follows. 

username 

password 

lcd c:\downloaddir 

cd downloaddir 

get file1.zip 

get file2.zip 

cd extras 

get extrasfile1.zip 

quit

Print out a System Summary (95w0023) 

Having problems describing a system problem? Why not print out a summary of your configuration. Right-click on "My Computer," selecting "Properties." On the multi-tabbed dialog box that appears, click the "Device Manager" tab. Now, click the "Print" button near the bottom of the window to print a summary of your system configuration. 


Edit HTML files with Notepad easier (95w0015) 

Good ol' NOTEPAD - the old fashioned way to edit HTML. Although many HTML editors exist, many people (including myself - every site of mine was done this way) continue to use Notepad for their coding. This usually means that notepad has to be loaded, and from there you have to seek and find the HTML documents to be edited. This is due to the fact that most web browsers change the default association of "*.HTM" files to the browser, so double-clicking the file would not work. There is a way, however, to use the right-mouse-button functionality to add an "Edit with Notepad" menu option for HTML files by doing the following: 

First, Right-click the "Start" button and choose "Explore." On the window that appears, choose the "View" menu, selecting "Options." On the multi-tabbed dialog box that follows, click on the "File Types" tab. If you are using Netscape, scroll down to "Netscape Hypertext Document." Otherwise, scroll down to a related URL filetype according to your browser. 

Click the "Edit" button. Click "New" on the "Edit File Type" dialog box which follows. For the "Action" field, type in "Edit W/Notepad." for the "Application..." field, click on "Browse" and double-click NOTEPAD.EXE when found. Click "OK" until all of the "Options"-related dialog boxes are closed.

Right-click Drag & Drop (95w0002) 

While the drag & drop feature is very useful, if you drag & drop in Explorer using the right-mouse button instead of the left, a menu appears when releasing the right mouse button. You'll then have options to move, copy, or create a shortcut, instead of just the default move or copy that you would get with a normal left-click drag & drop. 

System Sluggish? Check your Services (NT0004) 

If your NT system is running a little sluggish, you may want to check and see if you have unneeded services running. 

Click on the "Start" button, choosing "Settings," and then "Control Panel." Double-click the "Services" icon, and look at the list of services. 

From the "Services" menu, you have many options including shutting down services temporarily or forcing them outright to never start up again. It is recommended, when attempting to disable services that you are unsure about it, to only temporarily disable such services at first and examine how NT reacts. Then, force the service to run manually instead of automatically, and if all goes well after a testing period, outright disable such service.

Take Care with your Screensaver Choice (NT0006) 

If you like to use screensavers, carefully decide which screensaver you wish to use on a server computer. Some of the fancier screensavers, such as the OpenGL screensavers, use a high percentage of CPU time, slowing down your running services. Stick with simple screensavers or use none at all for servers. and contrast, and change the text wrapping. The pictures in this template use the tight wrapping style.

Changing Process Priority (NT0001) 

Is a program or process running too slowly, or is one hogging all of the CPU time? Go into the task manager and click on the "Processes" tab. Right click on one of the processes and change the priority class to one of your choosing. Give mission-critical processes high priority and lower those of non-essential tasks. 

Can't Find the Mouse (NT0005) 

There may be times when installing Win NT 4.0 that it can not detect the mouse. Even worse, the mouse service can not be started - period. According to the Microsoft Knowledge Base, this is normal with the release of NT 4.0 and can occur when performing an upgrade or under certain other conditions. If this happens, you may want to install the latest Service Pack which should fix the problem. 

This error did occur on a test machine, and installing the service pack fixed the problem - just thought I would let you know. Getting *to* the download area wasn€t fun without a mouse, though :(

PowerToys - They're Not Just for Windows 95 (NT0007) 

Just because the PowerToys are under the Windows 95 section of the Microsoft(c) website <http://www.microsoft.com>, doesn't mean they're just for Windows 95. You can use several of the Win95 PowerToys on WinNT 4.0 as well. Two PowerToys the author has used are TweakUI and Command Prompt Here (which is basically just a simple Registry hack). So, stop taking the abuse from Win95 users who say WinNT can't handle the power - download the 'toys' today! 


Free Disk Defragmenter (NT0008) 

Windows NT 4.0, unlike Windows 95, does not come with a free program to defragment your hard drive. This does not mean that hard drives do not get fragmented under Windows NT 4.0 - the problem is just as real as it is under DOS or Win95. In order to get a disk defragmenter for free, visit <http://www.execsoft.com/> and download a copy of DiskKeeper Lite, a freeware version of a larger utility. 

Reboot Win 95 faster

I can take long naps waiting for my machine to reboot.
I can't seem to leave well enough alone. I have to change
something every few days. I tell myself; "it is for those
people I help with their computers." I don't think so. It
is because I am hot to get some little hardware gizmo 
working I never had before. I rationalize that I will learn
more and I can teach someone else. Oh well. I have gone all
the way nerd I guess. By now you have figured out that you 
can't just shut off the power on '95 and walk. The registry
is updated and status of everything is updated. Well next 
time you need to reboot Try this; Click START Click SHUT 
DOWN the dialog box pops up, you tick off restart computer.
(Nothing different so far, right?) Well now Hold down 
the SHIFT key Click OK. This action now lets the 
computer Warm Boot instead of going through the 
Power On Self Test.
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Emergency, Emergency!!! (95w0060) 


It is highly recommended to create emergency boot disks for your computer. Norton's Utilities gives you an option to create such disks, Norton€s AntiVirus gives you an option to create anti-virus boot disks, and so does Windows. Come on, disks are cheap, but is your data? 


If you forgot to create a Windows emergency boot disk, it is not too late. Click on the "Start" button, choosing "Settings." On the window that appears, double-click "Add/Remove Programs." On the multi-tabbed dialog box that follows, click the "Startup Disk" tab. Click the button "Create Disk..."





Be Sure to Uninstall Programs Properly (95w0039) 


With Win3.1 and DOS you probably uninstalled programs the old fashioned way - you just deleted the appropriate files. Under Win95, this is NOT recommended unless this is the only way to remove files. Instead, click on the "Start" button, choose "Settings," then "Control Panel." On the window that appears, double-click "Add/Remove Programs." Now, click on the program you want to uninstall and choose "Add/Remove." 





Forgot Your Password? (95w0033) 


Have you forgotten your Win95 password? If so, first log into Win95 by pressing "CANCEL" on the login dialog box. Go to the DOS prompt and enter the WINDOWS directory. Do a DIR *.PWL - what you will see are your password files. Delete the one corresponding to your name by keying DEL passwordfilename. Close the DOS prompt and restart your Win95 sessions. 


Can't handle the DOS prompt? You can do the same from Explorer.




















Take Care When Opening Files of New Types (95w0037) 


When you open a file that currently does not have a program associated with it, a dialog box will appear showing you all of the software on your system that you could potentially use to open said file. Take care when clicking the OK button after making your decision. Before pressing the button, make sure "Always use this program..." is unchecked. If it is checked, Win95 will establish an association with this file and *always* try to use the selected program to open that kind of file. 





Right-Click Options (95w0035) 


One of the keys to taking the most advantage of Win95 is to use the right-mouse button. Most everything in Win95 has a special pop-up menu that appears when you right-click an item. If you do not have a right mouse-button or are uncomfortable using it, there are a couple of keyboard options. You can use SHIFT-F10 to simulate a right mouse-click, or you can use the special pop-up menu key if you have the Windows(c) keyboard.
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