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As you know, popLA will run in the Windows XP environment however the full screen DOS images of pole figures, inverse pole figures and orientation distributions can not be captured via any of the existing screen/image capture programs.

A fairly simple work-around has been discovered that allows for image capture in the XP environment.

What you need:

DOSBOX - freeware, downloaded and installed

popLA2 - the original batch file that calls out the programs, adjusted to run under the DOSBOX DOS emulation environment.

How to make this work:

1) Place popLA2.bat into c:\x along with all the other popLA related executables and the original popLA.bat file.

2) Go to www.DOSBOX.com

3) Click the "Downloads" menu under the title.

4) Click on "Windows" (0.72, Win32 installer) under the DOSBox heading just under the "Make a donation" button.

5) This will open a new window for SOURCEFORGE.NET. The software should automatically download to your system. I suggest you save it to your desktop and then install from there. (Be aware that your computer security might block the download. You will have to override this option.)

6) Once it is saved, it will probably ask if you want to run the program. If is doesn't, then doubleclick the icon to start. Follow the download instructions. Once the install is complete, click on the program to run it.

7) A DOS shell 'window' will open with a “Z:\” showing.

8) Type the following next to the Z:\
“mount c c:\x”.

This process mounts the c:\x contents into a virtual c:\ directory in the DOSBOX environment.

9) Type C: next to the Z:\. This should change your directory to C:\

10) Type popLA2. The program will run. Once you are finished running the program and return to the DOS emulator environment, type EXIT next to the C:\ to exit the emulator.

Be aware that everytime you open DOSBOX, you will need to remount the C:\x subdirectory.

Use whatever Windows capture software you prefer to grab and save the popLA images.

A note: The DOS emulator slows the program speed down. It will take about 1 minute per Big WIMV iteration (WIMV page option #3), considerably slower than you are used to. When imaging pole figures, it will take 10-15 seconds per pole figure. So if you have lots a data to crunch I would suggest running the original popLA in the XP environment to do all your crunching. When you decide which images you want to capture run popLA2 through DOSBOX. In fact, I have run the two programs simultaneously without any issues!

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at ctn@lanl.gov.

(Phone is US: 505-667-6893 but you are very lucky if you get me by phone.)

